Welcome to Professor Bob White

On behalf of the Institute of Policy Studies and the Anglican Chaplaincy, I would like to welcome everyone here this evening to a public seminar on the topic of “Burning Issues: Climate Change, Science and Religion: Making Climate Change a Religious Issue. I would particularly like to welcome Professor Bob White – to Wellington and New Zealand – and thank all those who have made this visit possible. 
Professor White is a leading geophysicist in the Department of Earth Sciences at the University of Cambridge. His is also a Fellow of the Royal Society, a Fellow of the Geological Society and Associate Director of the Faraday Institute for Science and Religion. He has published widely, not only on a broad range of scientific matters, but also on the relationship between science and faith. His publications on the latter area include Christianity, Climate Change and Sustainable Living (SPCK, 2007), Beyond Belief: Science, Faith and Ethical Challenges (Lion, 2004) and Genesis and Creation: Truth Matters.
Before turning the floor over to Professor White, I would like to offer a few words about the subject of his talk:
In the giant Franciscan basilica of Santa Croce in Florence, Italy, you will find the large and majestic tomb of Galileo Galilee – that remarkable Tuscan mathematician, physicist, astronomer, and Christian, who played a major role in the scientific revolution and who is regarded by many as the father of modern science. His pursuit of truth, and especially his rejection of a geocentric view of the universe, led him into direct conflict with the authorities in the Catholic church. Because of his resolute commitment to the truth, he spent many years under house arrest. It is fitting that his tomb is now located in a church building, and indeed a Catholic church – for the Christian community is also fundamentally and resolutely committed to the truth, and to following in the footsteps of the one who claimed to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. It is also fitting that his tomb directly faces that of Michelangelo – that extraordinarily talented Renaissance painter, sculptor, architect and engineer. If Galileo represents the pursuit of truth, then Michelangelo certainly represents the pursuit of beauty. 
How on earth, you might wonder, does all this relate to climate change? Well, very simply: humanity stands on the threshold of destroying much of what is most beautiful and most precious on this lonely planet – its coral reefs, tropical rainforests, glacial parks, and wetlands. Unmitigated, climate change is very likely to destroy countless species and inflict large scale and essentially irreversible damage to key biophysical systems. We desperately need to wake up to this stark reality, to take seriously the best available scientific evidence, and to act upon it – quickly and effectively. Sadly, many of our political and business leaders, both here and elsewhere, prefer ignorance, denial and skepticism. Sadly, much of the Christian community remains ‘asleep in the light’. Indeed, some appear to be eagerly awaiting the apocalyptic destruction that is likely to be wrought by climate change, believing this to be a manifestation of the will of God. I am very glad that our speaker tonight, Professor White, does not share this view.
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