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Throughout my life, I have been trying to understand two particular phenomena:  the first is crime, violence and conflict and the second is human relationships.  This book represents the best answers that I can find to the nexus between these two themes – between as one of the chapters puts it:  the worlds of light and the dark.

I am immensely proud of having been able to help assemble this collection.  It brings together the work of so many different people who have been both thinking and doing something about creating a more inclusive society and one that is likely to maximise the greatest good for the greatest number.

The book is divided into five parts.  The first introduces the key ideas of a restorative approach and an understanding of psychological factors underpinning successful outcomes. James Liu then explores the contradictory elements within society, the light and the dark that make the delivery of justice such a difficult area.

In Part 2 the extent of the restorative developments in the New Zealand justice system are explored by people like Andrew Becroft (with Rhonda Thompson), Fred McElrea, Howard Broad, and Kim Workman who have been actively involved in the transformations they describe in the criminal courts, in policing and in prisons.

In Part 3 the people who describe what has been happening in civil society have also had a hands on role in enabling change:  David Hurley in the world of mediation; Wendy Drewery in schools; my collaborator, Sean Buckley (currently away working on the Tonga youth justice project); Maureen Hickey in the Office of Treaty Settlements and Nicola White who was for a number of years in the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet dealing with apologies for historical wrongs.

Part 4 turns to several academics who relate these ideas to theory:  Karen Baehler, Tony Taylor and James Liu and Katja Hanke.  In part 5, James and I have relied on the help of two more of our colleagues:  Christopher Marshall and Jonathan Boston to bring together this diverse material into a coherent summary of where we are at in what I hope will continue to be an exciting journey:  towards a restorative society in New Zealand. 

Finally can I also thank all my amazingly supportive colleagues at IPS; our far-sighted sponsors already mentioned by Jonathan; Belinda Hill, our extraordinarily helpful copy editor; and Milne Print, our remarkably efficient publisher.  They too are part of the collective who have made this book possible.
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