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SHARE (%) OF PEOPLE AGED 65+ |
POPULATION 2000
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SHARE (%) OF PEOPLE AGED 65+ |
POPULATION 2050
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THE EMERGENCE OF AGEING
AS A POLICY ISSUE

Demography and Policy Privilege

Ageing Labour Force

Social Care and Health Care Costs

Globalisation

Research
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
RESEARCH AND POLICY

ldeal = evidence-based policy and practice

Reality = rarely ideal, usually haphazard

Mutual dissatisfaction
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FACTORS CREATING DISSATISFACTION

» Unrealistic Expectations

e Different worlds, different needs

Policy Is a process, sometimes disjointed
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DECISION MAKING

Looking at speci

fic real-life policies we cannot

find stages in which problems are defined, the

alternatives ana

ysed, then benefits and cost

weighed, then ‘the’ decision made. Everything
not only seems to be going on at once, it Is.

Heclo and Rein, 1980
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DECISION MAKING

Those social scientists who expect research to be
authoritative enough to determine policy choices are
giving insufficient weight to the many and varied
sources from which people derive their
understanding and policy preferences.

... People in official positions often do not catalogue
research separately in their minds. They interpret it
as they read it in the light of their other knowledge,
and they merge it with all the information and
generalisations in their stock.

Weiss and Bucuwalas, 1980
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DECISION MAKING

Government officials:

... recommend, advise, confer, draw up budgets,
testify, develop plans, write guidelines, report,
supervise, propose legalisation, assist, meet, train,
consult — but decide? It is not a concept that seems
to describe aptly the flux of activities that engage
officials even at the top rungs of complex
organizations.

Weiss, 1980
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FACTORS CREATING DISSATISFACTION

» Unrealistic Expectations
e Different worlds, different needs

« Policyis aprocess, sometimes disjointed

» Inadequacy of existing models

e Rational

« Engineering
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TOWARDS ENLIGHTENMENT

Multiple functions of research
Wide range of information sources

Policy Is a process

Specific practice barriers

Policy without research
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THE ENLIGHTENMENT MODEL

» Research not instrumental but helps to frame
understanding

» Key challenges for researchers:
e Accessible findings
e Timeliness
» Key challenges for policy makers:
e Opento questions from research

Continuous dialogue
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THE ENLIGHTENMENT MODEL IN PRACTICE

Growing Older Programme

New Dynamics of Ageing Programme

The European Research Area in Ageing
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THE ESRC GROWING OLDER PROGRAMME

The user involvement imperative

Policy and practice orientation
Policy/practice links

Findings for policy/practice communities
Policy/practice workshops

Policy summary

Policy/practice conference

POLICY OUTCOMES: UK strategy on ageing, social

exclusion policy, social care practice, quality of life
assessments.
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GROWING OLDER: KEY FINDINGS FRO
ESRC PROGRAMME
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www.growingolder.group.shef.ac.uk
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THE NEW DYNAMICS OF AGEING RES
PROGRAMME
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THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AR
AGEING (ERA-AGE)
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THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA IN
AGEING (ERA-AGE)

www.shef.ac.uk/era-age
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EUROPEAN FORUM ON POPULATION
NG RESEARCH: TIMELINE OF EVENTS

Workshop 1 Workshop 2 Workshop 3

oth September 2002 24th October 2002 10/11 January 2003
Quality of life for older Health and care management for Ageing, Genetics and Longevity
people older people In partnership withthe University
In partnership with DZFA, In partnership withWHO Healthy of Bologna/ltalian Research
University of Heidelberg, Ageing Programme, Regional Centre for Ageing Bologna, Italy
Germany Office for Europe, Copenhagen,

\ Denmark /
v

First meeting of the European Forum
10™ March 2003, Brussels

>~ |

User Consultation

2"d June 2003
In partnership with AGE

Brussels
Workshop 4 / ! Workshop 6

3/4 October 2003
Health and care Workshop 5 20/21 February 2004
management for older 27/28 October 2003 Ageing, Genetics and
, ) Longevity In partnership
people Quiality of life for older with the University of
In partnership with people : y
; ) , Bologna/ltalian Research
thelnstitute for NEUEIS Fouliesion Centre for Ageing Bologna
Postgraduate Medical London, UK geing gna,

Education, Prague, Czech Italy
Republic \ !

Second meeting of the European Forum
14™ June 2004, Brussels
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DER PEOPLE: LEFT IN THE COL

Why involve them in research?

» Human rights as research subjects

» Research needs their understanding about
ageing and service use

» Political motives: empowerment, self-

Identification, challenge to ageism
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POPULATION AGEING:
RESEARCH/POLICY INTERFACE

The Demographic Imperative

The Relationship between Policy and
Research

UK/EU Experience

> Conclusion
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